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The impact of a reviewer on a given films box office performance is a matter of debate. 
Some observers claim that movie marketing in the 2000s is so intense, well-coordinated and 
well financed that reviewers cannot prevent a poorly written or filmed blockbuster from 
attaining market success. However, the cataclysmic failure of some heavily promoted films 
which were harshly reviewed, as well as the unexpected success of critically praised 
independent films indicates that extreme critical reactions can have considerable influence. 
Other observers note that positive film reviews have been shown to spark interest in little- 
known films. Conversely, there have been several films in which film companies have so 
little confidence that they refuse to give reviewers an advanced viewing to avoid widespread 
panning of the film. However, this usually backfires, as reviewers are wise to the tactic and 
warn the public that the film may not be worth seeing and the films often do poorly as a 
result. Journalist film critics are sometimes called film reviewers. Critics who take a more 
academic approach to films, through publishing in film journals and writing books about 
films using film theory or film studies approaches, study how film and filming techniques 
work, and what effect they have on people. Rather than having their reviews published in 
newspapers or appearing on television, their articles are published in scholarly journals or 
up-market magazines. They also tend to be affiliated with colleges or universities as 
professors or instructors. 


At the start of March, the James Bond film No Time to Die, which was scheduled to premiere 
in March 2020 and to wide release in April 2020, was postponed to November and then 
subsequently to April 2021.84 No Time to Die was the first film to change its planned 
release outside of China because of the early outbreak of COVID-19, and has opened 


discussions of dramatic implications on the film economy: many other productions had 
avoided scheduling releases at the same time as the 25th Bond film, and its new November 
date is in the busy holiday release period, leading to low box office intake in MarchApril and 
uncertain intake in November.21 However, the postponement could reportedly generate 
more publicity for the film, and is also taking the familiar November release slot of the past 
two Bond films.85 It has also been suggested that other high-profile films will follow and 
postpone releases, creating a similar effect.2184 Several other films soon followed in 
postponing their releases worldwide: the heavily promoted Polish slasher film W lesie dzis 
nie zaśnie nikt Nobody Sleeps in the Woods Tonight was postponed from March 13 to some 
point in the future when the situation had settled,86 and the political documentary Slay the 
Dragon had its theatrical release moved from March 13 to April 3.31 


In a strategy called virtual cinema, some film distributors have created new partnerships 
with small movie theaters and art houses to provide a portion of online streaming sales, 
including Kino Lorber, Film Movement, Music Box Films, Hope Runs High, and Oscilloscope 
Labs.67154 Warner Bros. Pictures announced in December 2020 that it would 
simultaneously release its slate of 2021 films both as theatrical releases and available for 
streaming on HBO Max for a period of one month.155 This approach, called Project 
Popcorn, led to many filmmakers, production companies and theater chains to voice their 
disappointment and displeasure over the move, especially since they were not informed and 
consulted with over the move, as well as in regards to contractual and legal obligations.156 
In March 2021, it was announced that Warner Bros. would discontinue same-day releases in 
2022, as part of an agreement the studio reached with Cineworld which operates Regal 
Cinemas, and would instead use a 45-day exclusive release window for theaters.157 The 
studio made a similar deal with AMC Theaters in August 2021.158159 Paramount Pictures 
announced that it would release PAW Patrol: The movie on Paramount+ on the same day as 
its theatrical release.160 
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